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give in ſome Life and Ferzour in Preaching ;\ but theſe 


are Things that can hardly be tranſmitted by Writing; 
i and without them, it muſt be a much better Compoſure 

| than mine, that does not prove a ſort of a, dead Let- 
fer, „ e p HT 
Some particular Perſons have been favour d with r 
extraordinary Talent. for this Work: Such a Vivacity 
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* Of this. Number (not to mention ſome that are now Liv-. 
ing) were, Pr. Sibbs, Mr. Bolton, Dr. Harris, Mr. 


Stephen Marſhal, Ar. Joſ. Symmonds, Mr. Jer. Bur- 


*. %. + N 


Toughs, Mr. Baxter, Biſhop Hopkins, and I think none 
more excelled than Mr. Gurnal in his compleat Chriſtian 


Armour, and Dr. Owen on the 130 Pſalm, there is ſome- 
thing peculiar in theſe Great Men's Writings, which (like 
the lively Stroaks in a weil drawn Picture) tho you cannot 


tell how to deſcribe, yet is the Beauty and Excellency f 


the Work, it is an Accompliſhment which I greatly ad- 


mire, aud bleſs God for, wherever I fee it; but for my 
own part, I know I have it nat, and Tam afraid ne- 4 
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of Thought, fuch Charnes of Senſe, and Smength of 
Reaſon, expreſſing Spiritual and Experimental Things,, 
with ſuch Aptneſs and Faſyneſs of Stile and Language, 

| that their Sermons Iike Winter Greens, have ſtill retain=. © 
ell their Verdure and their vivid Colours, when; - ank 
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This plain Diſcourſe comes and tenders it ſelf to you 
tt your Call, with this earneſt Requeſt, that where the 
Tron is blunt, you would put to more Strength. You have 
it as it was preached, with little Variation; the avom d 
' Deſign of it, is, to put you into the way to alleviate 
Jour Sorrows and your Loſi, by retaining the beſt Part 
; 1 your deteaſed Miniſter ſtill with you ; I mean that 
Excellent Spirit that made him ſo great a' Bleſſing to 

you or ſo many ears, and made Jou | Jo loath to part 

en wwe 


ie 
"You will find, ] have enlarged a little upon that Part of 
the Application, which concerns my Self and Brethren in 
the Miniſtry that have entred into the Places of thoſe of 
the going Generation: thought it not ſo proper to ſpeak 
jun” on that Head before, becauſe I ſpoke in the hearing of 
hut a few that were ſo immediately concerned. It was far 
From my Deſn to undervalue any the Youngeſt or 
the Meaneſt 1 my Brethren ; I can modeſtly ſay, my 
Temper and Practice hat always been to Love and Ho- 


-nour them, and I bleſs God, and deſire you to do ſo, that 
God has raiſed ap r ee 
fo the Sete liche, and yt Tam e 
it is our Daty to Exbort nd Stir une another, to get 
a preater Meaſure of the good Sprrit of thoſe that have 
—_—... q; 
Troß of you that are Aged, would he glad to heave your 
Families and Children, under a ſerious lively Meniſtry, and 
aà ture and powerful Goſpel, 1d willingly bequeath t. 
ture nd powerful Goſpel, you would willingly _m— " 
7] ” them, 
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bo 


very acceptable, and very uſeful ; but this could not be 
expected from me, who had only the Opportunity o 


ruh Concern. for the Church of God in the World, . 


the Characler of an Experienced faithful dying Mini- 
fie. ”" 
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them, when you die, ſuch Helps and Means for their 
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Souls as you have enjoyed. I am perſuad:d, it is your 
Prayer that they may be nouriſhed 7 * 


nouriſhed up with the fmcere - 
Milk of the Word, it is to back and ſecond: you in ſucb 
Deffres as theſe, that I have thus ſpoken to my Self and 

my Brethren. And if any of them ſhould be ſo fevere - 
Cohich T am not willing to ſfuſpe&# ) as with\Eliab: © | 
#0 impute it to the P ride and Naughtineſs of my y Heart, 1 Sam.17; 


David ſhalt anſwer for me. What 1 have now done, „ 
ts there not a Cauſe? If the Advice be not neceſſary, 


Lam content to bear the Blame. 


T could heartily Rejoyce, if ſome Perſon duly quali fi. 
ed for the Mork, would gizie the World a more particu- > |} 
lar Account of the remarkable Paſſages of Mr. Slater 
Life and Mini 55 which I am -per ſuadled, would be 2 


obſerving the laſt Part of it, . wherin. he diſcovered ſo 


and ſuch a ſweet, placid , ſerene Temper: of Spirit; with + 
reſpect to his approaching Change, as did fully anſwer + 


And it was wery pleaſant to hear both Miniſters and 
others, give ſuch an honourable Teſtimony concern- 
ing him at his Funeral; ſome ] heard ſay; whoever had 
ifrons amongſk * | 


been guilty of making Breaches. and Diviſions 
the People of God in London, Mr. Slater could ne- 
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- gone through the W url, with as clear tad unſpot 
ted a R . 4 | Man, that ever lia d.i in this 
« It ic really pity, but that ſuch a Life: 
bar is imitable and praiſe- worth 55 


again to the view of the World, 
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Record; however, that you whe were 
,.. may. continually poſſeſs his Spirit, 
reap t Frait of that good Seed he has Sewn amo 
and fo may meet him with omfort, when 


great Shepherd ſhall appear; is the Prayer of, 
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and coming hither now, to put you in mind of what you have od 
preſent Work lies very heavy upon me. I do heartily ſympathize >» 


your Monitor, upon this Occaſion. But while we go forth Weep- 
ing, we mult not forget, to bear our precious Seed. It was the Oh. 


in the 2 Kings, 2 Ch. gth and 1oth Verſes. 
_ * unto Eliſha, What ſhall ] do for thee, before I be taken away from 


5 11x 


Preach'd on the Occaſion of the 
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* 1 2 > 
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Am really ſenſible, my Friends, you have called me this 
Day to a very hard Work. I find already a great deal of 
Difference bet wixt coming up into this Pulpit, to lend my © 
weak Help to your excellent Paſtor, whilſt he was alive; 


loſt by his Death ; the former I have done with Pleaſure, bur my 


with you, and could much eaſier be your Fellow-Mourner, than 


ſervation of an eminent Miniſter from hence, that Sorrow .mult _ | 


not hinder Duty, Weeping muſt not hinder Sowing : Let me 
therefore beſpeak your Attention to that Word of God you fing 


And it came to paſs when they were gone over, that Elijah faid 
the 
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A Funtral Sermon. 


Spirit be upon me; and he ſaid, thou haſt asked a hard Thing; ne- 


tles And Eliſha ſaid, I pray thee let #. 


©. wertheleſs, if thou ſee me when I am take. away from thee, 41 ſhall | 


* be ſounto thee; but if not, it ſhall not be ſo, 
We have here ſome of the la ſt Words of the great Prophet E- 
lijah, a Perſon who lived in the World, and went out of the 
World in a very extraordinary manner; he was one of thoſe 
two that had the peculiar Favour, to go entirely and altogether 
to Heaven at once, only dropping his Mantle, but not his Fleſh, 
and was preſent with the Lord, without ever being abſent from 
the Body with a non obſt aute to the Laws and Powers of Death. 
Enoch and Elijah leſt the World, as Men would have done, 
jf they had never ſinned ; and as thoſe Saints ſhall do, that ſhall 
remain alive at the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, only with 
this Difference ; Chriſt ſent his Convoy for the former, but for 
the latter, he will come himſelf from Heaven to fetch them 
thither, John 14. 3. I 5 
By theſe Inſtances, God would teach his People, how evil and 
how bitter a thing it is, that they have departed from the Lord, 


and from their Original Integrity? How Sweet and Happy 


would our Days here on Earth have been, if we had not ſinned ; 
and how eaſily and honourably ſhould we have been removed 
from Paradiſe to Heaven, as from one Room to another? But 
now we are become liable to a thouſand Miſeries in Life; and 
the greateſt Conflict of all comes at laſt, when even thoſe that go 
to Heaven, muſt firſt be cut in ſunder; and as an ingenious Per- 
ſon expreſſes it, muſt go downward to the SH. The Body is dead 
0 of Sin, even where the Spirit is Life becauſe of Righte- 
ouſneſs. | 1: 

And yet, by what God did for Enoch and Elijah, he has aſſu- 
red his People, that a way is found out for the Satisfaction of 
Divine Juſtice, and that the Death of Believers is not the Effet 
of vindicative Wrath, but a proper Method of that wiſe and holy 
Government, which God exerciſes over a ſinful World; and by 
this we know, that in Heaven, there are Manſions for the Bo- 
dies as well as the Souls of the Saints, and that their whole Per- 
ſons ſhall at length be tranſlated thither, and be as compleatly 
Happy as thoſe that never taſted Death, This Caſe therefore, as 


extra- 
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extraordinary as it was, affords Matter of common Inſtruction 8 
and Comfort to all the People of God. | 13 


phets, he would not have his Eye, or Ear, or Thoughts, diverted Ch.. 
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ſaid; expecting, that they could not part till ſomething extra- 


Words of the Text will tell you. © Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, Ast 


bee a rai a — — * 
a 


— 


1 


The Words of Elijah at ſuch a time, and ſpoken to ſich a 
Perſon as his Schollar, Eliſba muſt needs deſerve our moſt ſeri- 
ous Conſideration. Elijah was now finiſhing his Teſtimony, 


and Eliſha more ſolemnly entring upon his, the Perſons and the 


Circumſtances were ſuch, that nothing which was not very Ex- 
cellent could be expected from them. N 5 
Eliſha had been brought into the School and Service of Elijah 
by an extraordinary Call; you may read it in 1 Kings 19. 19. 
and he had faithfully and conſtantly Miniſtred unto him. It 
was diſcovered to him, (and the reſt of the Sons of the Prophets,) 


that Elijah muſt be ſpeedily taken away from him. The Ex. 


pectation of ſo ſudden and fo extraordinary a Parting, made E. 
liſba reſolve to keep as cloſe to his Maſter as ever he could: He 


was impatient of the leaſt Interruption from the Sons of the Pro- 2 Ki 


— 


from the ſtricteſt Attendance to every thing that Elijah did, or * 


ordinary had paſſed betwixt them; and what that was, the 


* what I ſhall do for thee, before ] be taken away from thee ; and Eliſha 
aid, I pray thee let a double Portion of thy Spirit be upon me, and he 
© ſaid, thou haſt asked a hard thing, ke. 5 5 

That this Portion of Scripture, may through the Grace of 
God be Profitable to us all, for Doctrin and for Iuſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs. I would, IS 3 


1. Divide and Explain the ſeveral Parts of it. 

2. Raiſe ſome Doctrinal Propoſitions from it; and, 4 

3. Apply it, chiefly to the forrowful Occaſion of this Day's 
Solemnity. e | | 


I. For the Diviſion and Explanation of this Paſſage, you 
may therein obſerve. | 22 1 wal 


1. Elijab's generous Propoſal. 

2. Eliſba's prudent Requeſt. 

3. Eljais remarkable Anſwer. 
. B 2 


. * . 0 N 7 * 
I. Elias 
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A Funeral Sermon. 


I. Elijal's great and generous Propoſal to Eliſhs, dat what 
I ſhall do for thee before | be raken away from thee. A ſtrange Ex- 
preſſion, as if Elijah could do whar he pleaſed for Eliſba, as if 
he had every deſirable Thing at his Dilpole, Is it not the Pre- 
rogative of God to command the Blilſing, can the belt of Men 
do any more than beg it for themſelves and others? What means 
Elijah then to draw ſuch a Dependance upon himſelf, as if it 
Were in his Hand to give, Whatever Eliſha could find in his Heart 
to a5k? But this may be eaſily accounted for if we conſider. 


<8 


1. That Elljah had an Extraordinary Spirit of Prayer; he 
is propoſed as a Pattern to us in that Reſpect, James 5. 16, 17. 
he could bring down both Judgment and Bleſhngs by Prayer, 
for as 4 Prince he had Power with God. And they that have the 
Golden Key of Prayer, and know how to uſe it, may go to all YH 
the Treaſures of Divine Grace, not only for themſelves, but for : 
their Friends; It is good to have an Intereſt in thoſe, that have 
- an Intereſt in the T hrone of Grace ; God has made it our Duty © 
to Pray one for another, and it is not a vain Thing ualeſs we 
make it ſo by doing it vainly. It is a dangerous Thing to have 7 
the Prayers of God's People lie againſt us, but an unſpeakable = * 
Priviledge to have them engaged tor us. Eliſha had an Intereft | 
in the King of Judah, and he offered the Shunamite to employ 
it on her Behalf, 2 Kings 4.13. © Behold thou haſt been careful 
s for us with all this Care, what is to be done for thee, wouldſt F 
* thou be. ſpoken for to the King, or the Captain of the Hoſt, but 
© ſhe anſwered, I live amongſt my own People, I am contented * 
with my Lott and Station, and need not the Favour of the King 
or the Captain of the Hoſt ; but none can ſay they need not the 
Favour of God, nor ſhould we be Content without ir; that good 
Shanamite, that cared not for the Intereſt that the Prophet had 
in the King and the Captain of the Hoſt, yet highly valued his 
Intereſt in God, and was very deſirous that he would ſpeak unto 
= God for her. Elijah had often had occaſion to try his Intereſt 
Ss with God, and always found it ſure and good, and therefore 
depended upon it, that if Eliſba asked any Thing that was ſui- 
table for him, he ſhould obtain it of God on his Behalf. But 
ks. here we ſee, whatever we would ask of the Servants of God, 
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muſt be asked beſore they be taken away from us, we have no 

Warrant, no Encouragement to apply our ſelves to them, when 7 
they are gone into the other World, Ast what I ſhall do for lee, 
before I be taken away from thes. 47 eit 16 20va 


: 1. 
> 


II. Elijah had not only the Spirit of Prayer, but of Prophecy 
too; and we have Reaſon to believe, he was prompted by the 
Spirit of Prophecy, to make this Propoſal to Eliſba, and had 
ſome good Afturance, That the Divine Favour and Preſence 
would not be wanting to give an honourable Witneſs and Efficacy 
to Elijah's Laſt Bleſſing. There was uſually ſomething Prophe: 
rical in the Bleſſings of the Patriarchs, and tho they were not all 
Prophets by Office, yet when they came to leave the World, 
they were Conſcious of a Divine Inſpiration, for that very pur: 
1 poſe of Bleſſing their Poſterity concerning Things to come; and we = 
need not wonder to find it fo with Elijah, who was one of the 
moſt famous Prophets of all the Old Teſtament, a Prophet by 
Office, and highly favoured, with a conſtant and mighty Pres 
ſence of the Spirit of Prophecy, and we may be aſſured, ie 
would not leave him to fall into the Snare and Folly of vain Con- 
fidence at ſuch an extraordinary Juncture, by making a Propoſal, I 
which, when accepted, ſhould come to nothing; he muſt never 
leave the Earth, under ſuch a Reproach, that was going to Hea- 


xe 1c 


2 
« 
* 
r 


11412 


ven, with ſo great Triumph and Glory. + 


94 2. Obſerve here Elifha's prudent Requeſt. I pray thee that 4 
double Portion of thy Spirit may. be upon me, here are two Que- 
{tions that will Occur to our Thoughts upon Eliſba's Petition. 


r. Why does he ask that of a Man that was the peculiar 
Gift of God? But this is anſwered by what has been already 
ſaid, the ſame Reaſons that would warrant Elijah in making 
ſuch a Propoſal, would warrant Eliſha in making ſuch a. Re» 
queſt. He knew that his Maſter had that effectual fervent ' 

Spirit, that mightily prevailed with God, and he believed, that: : 
the kind Propoſal Elijah made, was ſuggeſted by the Spirit of: 
God, who bad given a more than ordinary Power to departing: : 
Petriarchs and Prophets, to Bleſs thoſe that were to * 
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immediately directed to Elijah, yet his Dependance was upon 


Prayer of his was ultimately reſolved. 


2. What did Eliſba mean to make ſo. great a Demand as a 

double Portion of Elij al's Spirit? It may be ſufficient to ſay his 
| Maſter did not limit him in the Propoſal, and he had no Reaſon 

to limit himſelf in his Requeſt, when he had ſuch Scope and 
| ſuch Room given, Ast what 1 ſhall do for thee ; why ſhould he 
be ſtraitned in himſelf. It would have been a Diſparagement 
not only to Elijah, but to the God of Elijah, as well as an In- 
jury to himſelf, to have asked ſome little Thing, when he had 
Liberty to ask {o much. _ £1 


= Ry and Humility of Eliſba, to defire a Portion of that Spirit 
WW double to what Elijah had; and therefore they ſuppoſe he only 
meant a Portion of the Spirit double to what the reſt of the ſur- 


Prophecy and Miracles) would upon his Departure, he being 
their great Father, be diſtributed amongſt the Sons of the Pro- 
phets, and Eliſba begs that he might have the Priviledge of the 
Firſt-Born, the double Portion, not of his Eſtate, there is no 
mention made of that, nor does it appear that he had any, but 
of his Spirit, the powerful Chariſmata, by which he had ſeen him 
juſt now divide the ſtrong and rapid Streams of Jordas. 


2 plain and obvious Senſe of the Words. I am very well ſatisfied, 


out any vain and culpable Ambition; the things he deſired, were 


nest) io cover, 1 Cor. 12. 3 1. His Deſign in making ſuch a Requeſt 
Was, that he might be able to bring the more Honour and Glo- 
ry to the Name of God, and more. effectually to ſupport the 
foking Intereſt of Religion in that degenerate Age; he knew 


— 


them in their Place and Work ſo that tho? Eliſha's Deſire was 


God, and into the Divine Power and Goodneſs that Faith and 


I - Some have thought, it did not ſo well conſiſt with the Mode- 


= viving Prophets ſhould have. They take it thus, Eliſba expect. 
"A ; ed that the Spirit of Elijah (his extraordinary Gifts of Prayer, 


But I could never ſee any cogent Reaſon to depart from the 


li the Thing that Eliſba deſired, was a Meaſure of Gifts and Graces 
double to what Elijah had poſſeſſed. And this he might do with- 


of a Spiritual Nature, thoſe % Gifts which we are commanded ear- 


the things he deſired were to come from God, and he could not 
5 elire 
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from thee, it ſhall be ſo anto thee ; 


_ pleaſe; they are only the Uſu· fructuaries of it, the Propriety 


ru, Mal. 2. 15. 


Sign, and it was delivered dubiouſly and conditionally, to 
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defire more than God was able to give — there wag a great deal 


Thou haſt ' asked a hard thing——thou haſt been hard in'asking-— 


as to the rational and regular Exerciſe of it; yet it is not ſo ſub- 


in waiting for it. 


of Wiſdom and Piety in this Requeſt of his, 7pray thee that à dow 
ble Portion of thy Spirit may be apon me.” 1% ee 
2. We have Elah's remarkable Anſwer; Thea haſt asked 8 

* hard thing; nevertheleſs, if thou 60 me when I am talen away | 
ut if not, it ſhall not be ſo uno 

* thee. And the Anſwer is very remarkable for theſe two Things. | 


1. The Surprize that Eljah ſeems to be in, at this Requeſt, 


it ſeems hereby, he knew not what Eliſþs would ask, and he 
could not from himſelf poſitively aſſure him, that his Requeſt 
was granted; and thus the great God wiſely ordered the Mat- 
ter, that it might appear, that himſelf over-ruled both the Spirit 
of Elijah, in making ſuch a Propoſal, and the Spirit of Elie in 
making ſuch a Requeſt, and that he alone was able to give the 
Bleſſing deſired; that without him, the beſt of Men are at a 
loſs, and can do nothing. Every good and perfet? Gift is from a» g 
bove, and cometh from the Fat her of Lights. Prophets and Preach- 274 
ers are but Earthen Veſſels, have nor their Springs in theqſelves, 
can give out no Bleffings to others, but what God firſt gives in- 
to them. Tho? the Spirit of the Prophets be ſabjet# to the Prophets, 


ject, as to be transferr'd and bequeath'd by them, to whom they 
and Reverſion is the Lord's; He alone hath the Reſdue of the Spi- | 
2. The Sign given to Eliſha, whereby he ſhould know whether 
his Requeſt were anſwered or no. If thou ſee me when I am taken 
up from thee, it ſhall be ſo unto thee; but if not, it ſhall not be ſo, 
This Sign was undoubtedly ſuggeſted to Elijah by the Spirit of 
God; for only he that could give the Bleſſing, could give the 


make Eliſba more deſirous of it, and more intent and diligent 
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The Sight of Elijah at his Tranſlation, could not be the natural 
Cauſe of Eliſba's enjoy ing the double Portion of his Spirit, it was 
only a Sign, and an arbitrary inſtituted Sign, and yet there ſeems 
to be ſomething of an Aptitude in it, to the thing ſignified, inti- 
mating, that God would give Eliſba the double Portion of the 
Spirit, as a Reward of his Fidelity and Diligence in keeping ſo | 
cloſe to his Maſter as he had done, and that the Views of Elijab's 
Aſſention ſo glorioufly to Heaven, would fill Eliba with that 
Faith, and Love, and Zeal, and Joy, as would eminently diſpoſe 
him to receive that double Portion of the Spirit, which he ſo 
much deſired. Gods inſtituted Signs, are always wiſely and well 
' Choſen, and have not only a Fitneſs to confirm the Promiſe, but 
to prepare the Heart for it. I proceed in the, _ 1 
Second Place, to raiſe ſome Doctrinal Propoſitions from this 
10us Paſſage: of Scripture; and they are ſuch as theſe ; 
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| ; 1. When the Faithful Servants of God have fulfilled their Days, 
and finiſhed their Work, they ſhall be received up into their Maſter's 
|. Joy and Glory. The Time was now come, that God would take 
Elijah «p into Heaven, V. 1. God's Witneſſes in the World, 
have an appointed Time for the finiſhing of their Teſtimony ; 
and when that Time is expir'd, God will take them to himſelf. 
They ſhall not all go as Elijah did, Body and Soul together; 
but they ſhall all go to the ſame God, and to the ſame Heaven. 
God does not always ſend Chariots of Fire and a Whirlwind, 
but he never fails to ſend the Chariots of Salvation, and a Guard 
of Angels to convey his Servants ſafe to himſelf: And tho? in 
ſome of rhem, when Soul and Body part, the Body may be full 
of Pains, and the Soul of Fears, yet as ſoon as ever the Vital 
— Kyqotr is unty*d, the Soul finds it {elf wrapt up into the third 
Heavens, in Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. +0 
The Servants of God may ſometimes think their Work is done, 
be fore it be ſo, and may wiſh to be gone before the time; thus 
did Elijah himſelf, 1 Kings 19. 4 He requeſied that he might 
die, and ſaid, it is enough, O Lord, take avay my Life, for I am not 
better than my Fathers; but their Times are in God's Hands, and 
he will give them a fair Diſmiſſion in the fitteſt Seaſon; thus, 
he dealt with Daniel, and thus he will do for them all, Daz. 12. 
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And when they have ſerv'd God faithfully on Earth, they 
ſhall Live and Reign with him in Heaven. Their great Lord, 


| Whoſe they are, and whom they ſerve, has provided no worſe a 


Place for them, than for himſelf, John 12. 26. Where I am, there 
ſhall my Servant be; if any Man ſerve me, him will my Father ho. 
nour. This is a ſtrange Word, and goes ſurprizingly high; 


and yet there is another Text that ſeems to riſe higher ſtill, in 
Luke 12. 37. Bleſſed are thoſe Servants, whom their Lord, when 


he comes, ſhall find watching. Verily I ſay unto you, that He ſhall 


gird himſelf, and make them to ſit down at Meat, and ſhall come forth 


and ſerve them. Let all the Servants of God, Hear, and Believe, 
and Wonder, what Chriſt in Glory ſerve you, to gird himſelf, 
and come forth and ſerve you? Oh! never then for Shame, ler 
the Servants of God ſtick at any Difficulties that may attend his 


Service now. Some of you have Servants of your own, and 


when they have been working hard all the Day, are content to 


ſit down in a dark Corner at Night; and if they can but haves © 
kind Word and a cheerful Countenance from you, they are very © 


well pleaſed : But the Servants of God ſhall not be put off after 


this manner, where Chriſt himſelf is, there ſhall his Servants. 
be, and he will gird himſelf and come forth and ſerve them; 


that is, he will put them into the Poſſeſſion of all the Glories of 
Heaven, and will ſecure the Poſſeſſion thereof unto them. Who 
now can forbear toſay, How good a Maſter is this, and how 
Happy are theſe his Servants, how well employed on Earth, and 


2 When good Men leave the World, they are defirons to leave a 
Bleſſing behind them in it. Ask what ſhall I do for thee, before I be 


zaken away from thee. Elijah was now juſt a going to the Realms 
of Light, and Love, and Joy; the Proſpett thereof muſt needs 
be moſt delightful to him, and yet He was not fo tranſported 
and ſwallowed up with it, as to forget his Friends and Brethren 
that were to ſtay behind him ; He left them with dear and ten- 


der Affections, and molt hearty Deſires, that they might do well, 


and be well, when he was gone from them. Goodneſs is the very 


— 
by ——ů —— 


Ch. 9, and 1 z. Go thy way Daniel —— for thou ſhalt reſt and 
ſtand in thy Lot at the end of the Days. | 1 
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Nature and Principle of good Men, they would be doing good as 
long as they can do any thing, and are careful to do thoſe Things 
fore they die, thar may produce good Effects when they are 
gone; and they would not only have their good Works to fol- 
low them to Heaven, as Evidences of their Love to God, but to 
abide alſo on Earth in good Effects, as Evidences of their good 
It is recorded of Jacob, That when he was a dying, he Bleſſed the 
' two Sons of Joſeph, and Worſhiped leaning upon the Top of his Staff: 
The two finiſhing Acts of his Life, were Worſhiping his God, 
and Bleſſing his Poſterity. And no Man can defire, that his laſt 
Hours ſhoald be better fill'd up, than in doing Acts of Worſhip and 
Honour to the glorious God, and of Love and good Will unto 


— 
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_ 
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Men. The Praiſe and Glory that dying Saints owe to the Cod to i, 
whom they are going, cannot make them forget the Love and 1 


good Will they owe to thoſe whom they leave behind them in 
an evil World. po = | | Bt 
It was a very remarkable thing, I once heard a dying Saint 
and Miniſter fay to his ſorrowful Relations that ſtood weeping 
about him, Do not take it unkinadly from me, that I am ſo willing to 
leave you, my Affections towards you are not leſs than formerly, but 
greater than ever, only they are overpower'd by ſtronger Aſfections of 
another Nature; and J hope I ſhall never forget what I heard from 
an Eminent Servant of God ſtill living, at a time, when to him- 
ſelf, and all about him, he ſeemed to be expiring; Now my Heaven. 
by Father calls me, and I gladly aſcend to him; yet, I do not leave the 
World as one that is weary of Service in it, nor as one that has no Xx 
good Wiſhes for it. I believe God has great Deſigns of Love and 
Mercy for this ſinful World, which he will more fully diſcover, when 


the Time appointed in his Eternal Counſels ſhall come. _-. 
wu. Another very Excellent Miniſter that diedyoung, (I had it from 
e of one that heard him,) expreſs'} himſelf thus; / #l:/s God I au 
udley. yell Satisfied of my Intereſt in the Love of God through Chriſt, and 
nom my whole Baſineſs is to get my Soul more filPd with Love to God, 
and Love to all Mankind ; it is this, that I am now ſtriving and la- 
bouring for, that the Grace of Love, vniverſal Love and Charity 
maybe perfetted, 8 | 
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Nov the Promiſe of Chriſt to his Church, is, That inſtead of ++ 


| ſhall not prevail azainjt it, by the Gates of Hell ſome under- 18. 
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And indeed, it is no Wonder to find this Temper of Spirit 9 
in departing Saints; the nearer they come to the World of Love, 


the more they will be tranformed into the Nature of it; the 


Streams of Love to God, zeal for his Glory, and the Happineſs 
of his Church will run deeper and ſtronger the nearer they 
come to the Ocean. When Moſes beheld himſelf dying in the 
Wilderneſs, he compoſed that Prayer which we have in the 


a go Pfſalm, in which he earneſtly deſires, That the Work of God 


might Live when he was Dead, that great Work of ſettling his People: 
in a Land of Reſt, v. 16. Let thy Work appear to thy Servants,. 
and thy Glory to their Children: Let not this good Work die 
with us; if we muſt not live to ſee the glorious Accompliſhment. 


of it, let it appear to our Children. Tho' the World is gene- 


rally unkind ro good Men-yet they are bent upon doing good 


in it while they hive, and they wiſh well to it when they die; 
this their Charity is the Bond of PerfeCtneſs. f 


3. While one Generation of good Men are finiſhing their Courſe, 
God is raiſins up another, that may enter into their Labours, ane 
inherit their Bleſſing. The Glorious Angels before the Throne 
of God, have no Period fixed to their Service; their Nature is 
Immortal, always abiding in the ſame Individuals ; but the 


Human Nature is become a frail and dying Thing, and there- 


fore both the Church and Mankind in general, is continued by 
ſucceſſive © enerations, one paſſing away, and another coming, 2 
Oar Fathers where are they, and the Prophets do not Live for ever, Reek 


Fathers, ſhe ſhall have Children that ſhall be as Princes on the” © 
Earth, Pſ. 45. 16. and it is his declared Purpoſe, that a Seed ſhall- 


ſerve him, and it (hall be accounted to the Lord for a Generation, 


Pf. 22. 30. LE fp. ²˙ OY 
When the Time drew near, that Moſes the Servant of God 
mult die, Joſhua was et a- part, and prepared to fucceed him in 


| his Work, and to perfect his Deſign. And here, when Eljah 


was to be taken up into Heaven, Eliſba muſt firſt/be trained up- 
under him, for the ſame Miniftry. Our Saviour has told us, 
He has built his Church upon 4 Rock, and all the Gates of Hell Mat 
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© ſand Death and the Grave, Death ſhall not prevail againſt the 
Church, for when the aged Servants of God, ſhall receive their 
Crowns, others ſhall receive the Undtion, to fir them for the 
Work that then devolves upon them; and when God thus 
changes Hands and Inftruments, He more plainly ſhews, That 
the Excellency. of the Power is of Himſelf, and not of Man; He 
has committed an immortal Miniſtry to mortal Men, and tho? 
all Fleſh be Graſs, and all the Glory of Man as the Flower of Graſs, 
and the Graſs withereth, and the Flower thereof falleth away, yet 
„te Mord of the Lord endureth for ever, and this is the Word which 
by the Goſpel is Preached unto us. AM 
While God has a Work to do in the World, he can never 
want Inſtruments to-do it by, for he is the God of the Spirits 
of all Fleſh. The Lord is the Shepherd of his People, and 
he takes care to provide Under-Shepherds, He hes inſtituted 
the Miniſtry, for the perfecting of the Body of Chriſt, and 
he will preſerve the Miniſtry till that myſtical Body be perfect- 
ed, and till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
j. Knowledge of the Son of Cod, unto 4 perfect Man unto the Meaſure 
bY 5 the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. In thoſe Days when the 
iniſtry was Prophetical, there were the Schools of the Prophets, 
Nurſeries ſet apart, to Train up Perſons in the Knowledge of 
ſacred Things, and out of theſe Schools God uſually choſe the 
Prophets that he ſent out to his People, and whilſt they were 
in thoſe Schools, God revealed Things to them gradually to fit 
them for further Service; and by theſe means it was, that theſe 
= Sons of the Prophets could tell Eliſba, that his Maſter muſt be 
taken up from his Head that ſame Day. And if one that was 
not of the Sons of the Prophets, was called to that Miniſtry, 
it was looked upon as an extraordinary Call, even at that Day, 
us appears by the Words of Amos, Ch. 7. V. 14, 15. I was mo 
Prophet, neither was I a Prophit's Son, but an Herdſman, and the 
Lord took me from following the Flock, &c. He there argues from 
his extraordinary-Call, to the ſpecial Obligation he was under, 

to deliver God's Meſſage, whoever ſhould ſay the contrary. 
The Care of God is ſtill the ſame for his Church, he has his 
|. Nurſeries ſtill where he is Planting and Watering, and preparing 
ung Perſons, to fill up the Places of thoſe that are finiſhing 
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cheit Courſe, wad che Miniſtry — haves received of the Lord 40d 
Jeſus, ro teſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 1 N 


<2 Thoſe * 5 Hy the faithful S ervants of God, in = [an 2 
Place and Work, ſhould earneſtly defire the ſame Spirit... Thus did 
Eliſba hen he was put to his Choice, he had obſerved in Eli. 
jab, an excellent Spirit, excellent Gifts and Graces, and he rather. 
deſired ſuch a Spirit than all the Wealth and Honour in ts 
World. And it is no wonder, if thoſe that have the ſame Worx 
to do, deſire to have the ſame Spirit for the doing of it; for 
Actions proceed from Principles, and ſuch as Men's Spirits are, 
ſuch will their Works be; One Man can never fill up the Place | 
of another, unleſs he have the ſame Help and Strength from 
God. They that expect to have it, cannot think much to deſire | 
it, and wich ſuch Deſires God is well pleaſed. 

When God appeared unto Solomon, and put him to bis Choice, | 
Ask what ſhall I give thee, He could never have asked a Thing 
more pleaſing to God, than that the ſame Mercy which God A 
ſhewed unto David his Father, might be ſbewed to him alſo, that 
he might Walk uprightly, and Govern wiſely, 1 Rings Ch. 3. 
V. 5, and 6. And when he had his Wiſh, in an eminent mea- 
ſure of Wiſdom, He again prays to the ſame purpoſe, for his 
People as well as himſelf, at the Dedication of the Temple, The 
Lord our God be with us, as he was with our Fathers, 1 Kings 8. 
57. And the People of Iſrael knew not how better to expreſs 
their Honour and Affection to Jaſhua than by Praying, The 
Lord thy God be with thee as he was with Moſes, Joſhua 1,19. We 
are ready to Honour thee as we did Moſes, 'only the Lord thy 
God give thee the ſame Wiſdom, and help of Grace, -that Moſes 
had. And thoſe Men can neither expect the ſame Honour, nor 
the fame Succeſs that their pious Predeceſſors have had, who do 3 
not endeavour after the ſame' excellent Spirit. 


5. It is a juſt and contain ned to er to Esa! thoſe 
that have gone before us, in the Gifts and Graces of the, Spirit of 
God, I pray thee let a double Portion of thy Spirit be upon me. 
This was Eliſha s Option, and tho? Elijah told him be had asked 
a hard thing, he did not cell him he had done ill in asking it. It 

| was 
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made it the Duty of his People, to follow after, #f they may ap- 


Was a hard thing, becauſe a great and excellent thing; and the 
Deſign of Elijah, in his Reply, was not to check and con- 
demi Eliſþ's Choice, but rather to quicken and whet his De- 


Eliſba had good Reaſon to ask a double Portion of Elijab's 
Spirit, that wherein Elijah had done amiſs (and he was a Man 


«< 
7 
„ 


of ſome Paſſions) he — — Act aright; and wherein Eli jah had 


done well, he might 


ill do better. God does not give ſo 


reat a Meaſure of his Spirit to one, but he can give more to ano 


ther; thoſe that have the moſt, are ready to acknowledge, 1 
have not attained, ptitber are they alread) perfect. None but the. 


Head of the Church ever receive the Spirit without Meaſure, 
in all its Fulneſs and Immenſity ; and he has never ſaid, he would 


ive his Servants juſt ſo much of it, and no more; but he has 


prehend that, for which alſo they are apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus; and 


has br them not to be drank with Wine, in which there is Ex- 


ceſs, but be filled with the Spirit, They muſt keep themſelves with- 


was ſo far from being difpleaſing to God, that it appears to be 


dictated by God himſelf, who foreſaw that Eliſha would have 

_ .peedof it, for the Age was growing ſtill more wicked and cor- 

rupt than ever, and Eliſpa had the dangerous Snares of Proſpe- 
rity and Honour to encounter, which oftentimes prove more 


in Bounds, as to ſenſual Delights; but he has left them to their 
Liberty, to take in it as much of the Spirit as ever they can, 
| This Requeſt of Eliſba, for the double Portion of the Spirit, 


fatal than thoſe of Adverſity. This St. Auſtin offers as the Rea- 


ſon why Eiſba was directed to make ſuch a Requeſt. Eliſæus 
cum mag no honore & ſeculi dignitate Prophetiæ donam habuit, Elias 
profug us fuit & perſecutus. | 1 2 


Now wherever this is the Caſe, that a Nation abounds at 


once with Proſperity and Wickedneſs, we had need to pray ſor a 
double Portion of the Spirit of God, that we may keep our ſelves 


faithful, and unſpotted from the World. 


It is no Diſparagement to thoſe Excellent ones, that are gone, 


and Gonas before us, to deſire a greater Meaſure of the Gifts 
races of the Spirit of God. David did not think himſelf 
affronted by his People, when they came to viſit him on his 


and 
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nation from the great Father of the Spirits. 
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Death-Bed, 180 ſaid, God male the Name of St 0 better les L . 
thy Name, and his 7. hrone greater than thy Throne, David could r 


heartily ſay Amen to that Prayer, for fo we Read; He bowed him: 
elf upon the Bed; he liked the Prayer well, and gave his full 
"Aﬀent to it. It is obſervable, when the Servants of David cate 
to him, on this Occaſion, the Text ſays, They came to Bleſs their 
Lord King David, and ſaid, God make the Name of Solomon bet. 


ter than h Name, and David took Flag: as a Bleſſing ro himſelf} 4 3 


and was very well pleaſed with it. The moſt eminent of 'God? 
aged Servants, are truly deſirous, that thoſe who are coming up, 
may do God more and better Service than they have done; = 
yet it is to be feared, there are but few that will do 0 well; 
and that brings me to the laſt Propoſition: „ 5 5 fe 
. double Portine if the'$ irit is the Gif f Go weil 2 
to be obtained without ſtrong rb 64s and great Diligence: Elijah 
ſaid, thou haſt anked 4 hard 1 hing. Such a Spirit is the Gift of Co 
alone, for it is God's Spirit; Elijah: was lead and acted by oY 
and therefore it is called his Spiri; but he only had it to uſe, 
not to give. The Faithful Servants of Cod: would” glad c 
bequeath this Excellent Spirit to their Succeffors, if it Were itt 
their Power, but they know it is not; they can leave their E- 
ſtates as they pleaſe, but their Gifts and Graces, upon their Des 
miſe, return to God that gave them, and there is ſo much Tels 
left in the World till there be a new Effuſion of the Spirit. El 
ba begs that Elijah would make him his Heir, give him the dou- 
ble Portion; but Elijah lets him underſtand, he asked that which 
did not deſcend by Kibertante he muſt have it by a new Do- 


When Moſes knew that He muſt die in the Wildetaks be⸗ 
fore the 1 Work of ſertling the People of 1/ract in Canti 
was fin! how earneſtly did he pray that God would pro- 
vide a ſuitable Perſon to ſucceed him, Nam. 27. 16, 17. Let the 
Lord the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh ſet 4 Mas over1he Con. 
_ gregation, &c. he — himſelf to God as the God of the Spiri 
of all Fleſh, the former and faſhioner of the Spirits of Men with- 
in them, whilſt they are in the Fleſh, and who alone can fir the 
Spirits of __ to the Foun and Thees and Work, and „ 
hic 
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E which he has appointed them unto. And we often Read, when 
God called Perſons to any ſpecial Service, the Spirit of the Lord 
WW came upon them, another Spirit was given to them. When the Spi- 
tit of Prophecy came upon Saul, the People wondred at it, 
chat ſuch a Young Man as he had been, ſhould be amongſt the 
Prophets, Is Saul alſo among ſt the Prophets? But ſome of them 
F wiſely anſwered, Who is their Father? Why ſhould you won- 
der to find Saul amongſt the Prophets, who is the Father of 
= the Prophets, is it not God, and cannot he give the Spirit to 
A 1 8 pleaſes; yes certainly, He can give it, and none but 
e. 48 | ee ts ob 
But this is a Gift, not frequently beſtowed, few are ſo Happy 
as to obtain the double Portion of that Wiſdom and Grace that 
ſhined in their pious Predeceſſors ; ſome few Inſtances there 
may be, Joſbus does as well in Canaan as Moſes did in the Wil- 
derneſs, and Eliſba did more Miracles than El;jahb ; but it is not 
often ſo, ſeldom comes a better. Thoſe aged Jems that had ſeen 
the firſt Temple in its Glory, could not forbear Weeping when 
EF they ſaw how far the ſecond fell ſhort of it. Others thought the 
fſecond Temple was a very fine Place; but they that had ſeen the 
irſt, could not admire the ſecond; they owned it as a Mercy, 
that they had a Temple, but it was not like the firſt. The riſing 
Generation are ever prone to admire themſelves, and think they 
dq extraordinary Things; but thoſe that were well acquainted 
Wich the Generation foregoing, are grieved to ſee 10 little of 
their excellent Spirit remaining upon thoſe. that are come into 
their Places. ; | od 3 
This double Portion of the Spirit is not to be expected with- 
out great Difficulties and Diligence; if Eliſba had not followed 
his Maſter very faithfully and conſtantly, and if he had not de- 
ſired his Spirit above all earthly Things, he had never had it. 
God does not uſe to crown ſloathful careleſs Souls with ſo great 
a Bleſſing; it is a rich Treaſure, but it lies deep, and there 
# muſt be digging and ſearching for it, before we can expect to 
enjoy it. . I | | 
1 7 —.— now to the laſt and moſt difficult part of this Work, 
and that is, to apply what has been ſaid ſuitably to this ſorrow- 
ful Occaſion: Tho the Caſe was in it ſelf extraordinary, i x: 
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full of common Tan ruction | al 75 


Brem what be been” obſerved we tay ittfer 
e thing it is for Perſous to be Bae the Po 
God; ir cnnkes chem eee it renders them the i 05 
jects of Praiſe and Imitation. Happy are kitey hüt . Live an 


— 


AQ in the World, as that all wiſe and good Men fhall coe td 


bo lite them. Lou may think, Sirs, the way to be admired afl 
honoured, is to be rich and great in the World; ende 6H | 
many will Praiſe you when you do well for your ſelves; but kf 
ſureſt way to be deſired While you live, and lamented: and | 


noured when you die, is to be truly Wiſe and Good ;” on KY 


cers you a ſhining Example to preſent and furoreT 


draus the Eyes and the Mfiistish * of all oe cal 7 3 


that know any thing of the Differerice/berwikt'Goot/ar 
It Was, and always will be thegreat*Honou! of Culch, F 
was of an Exaellint Spirit, and followed the Lord faith,” Nen 

24. It was not by their Riches, but by rheit Faith, ach rol: 


neſs,” that che Elders obtained that Report t 
the 11. Hed. V. 2. 9 n 2 nA won 4729 5419 T DAT *; + 508 o 


2. Learn bad Maw aha our boſe; by" the Det 
WO this Excellent Spirit mas found. When fuch Fe 
taken away from us, às had an eminent Nealute of 
Grace, a praying Spirit, 4 zealous,” faithfh 
look and lament after them, as Elb here u 
Father, the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Hor, ſemen hire,” ine G 
of Jacob waxes thin, and e H and -Defetice 


departed from us. The Death of ſuch Perſons makes, a ide ] 


Gap and Breach upon our Hedge, and opetis's way for D. 
of Sin and Miſery, cipecially Fivere oben art It 
. ru-bg a Veni of 2603 3276 | 
The Generation of good Men, Miaiſters and G that aft 
godes and going off the Stage had generally ſpeaking} "IVE 
Excellent Spirit; there ate ſo very fe f them left, 0 
none can ſuſpe& nie to be guilty of Flattery an win If ho 
them. The way of Flatrerers is 0 court the bins, 1 "the 
SE] +8 D | | . 
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5 x b But v S , ——— ds Ant. 
jet y, Humility and Candor, and to the great Benefits we 


[i rea from their exemplary Faithfulneſs to God and Man. Ic 
* 8 e hW-ůʒͤ What is yet left of practi- 
1 ſeciovs Religion, which wu much Difficulty, they have 
| 4:9 heep-ahve-in Times of great Impitty: and Lo- 
os gon; J 0 __ PRE God, that we oe our preſent 
1 rty of Conſerc purity of Ordinances; for if they 
bad giten up 3 e Things: by mean and ſinful 
SL Complances, pie had, oever-enjey'd them at this Day; they 
12 196 80 care g cranſmi them 10 U, at the Expence not on- 
| FE bans ee hut Sofferings too, and therefore they are 
W of Tb 3 But as for theſes our Fathers, where 
| ! chem gone, and the reſt a going. The Church. 
2 * 1 75 has hut 00 Narr Cauſe to take up that 
Lamonation in the:oth Micah 1. V. | Wee #5 mel For Ian 4. 
N . the Summer Fruits as the Grape Gleanings ef 
ho Lintgge, and my Soul deſired the jrf Ripe Fruit, the gr $774 
Pig from the Earth, c. 201i 5! 1: 


b 1555 be Day.cbe nn: 975 an ed and Bxceffont — 
4 1 God; the Tender, the Paithful, 15 Loving and Be- 


loved Paſtor of this Congregation for many Years; one of an 
XIE re 4 8 Primitive Spirig, one of the 
Sta BP that berg vely Image and Impreſſion of his. 
| l his Meaſare Holy, Hermbets and 
cd x 1 Feparatedbrem Signets. Ft; is too late for 
- (os t0.apply.aur ſelxeste him, that he would pray for us, for a 
Jonhls, Fontiag ol his Spicit, but it is not due o hae 10 0 apply dur 
4, jo Gag Sax: . and be chore '- [3 DK o 
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ways ares he a Excellent; Init r N 4 
le au adler med with. It was that ame truly Puri- 
tanical Spirit that ſo = appeared in the Generality of 
n chat are gone; and going off the Stage: Lou 
. Jean tell you, what he was, and how 
et mo engage you Stag: to enen an 
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1. 55 0 / we 
our eldet Sort of Miniſtets c 81300 '1 764 
this indeed;” is the erde Beitey of': 0 1 
Your Miniſter; and the raft Brett 4 ae 


ſelves perſogs of reäl, unaffected, une Piet 

were right wiel Goc, ant entirely eK. 1 2 

and-therefbre ſpoke,” and were Baptized" into he Tre oo xy - 

| preached to us, delivered intù th Form Ow Rat hey des ©. 

| livered to their Hearers ; their Natural and yg. oral | uahicariogs I 
were Samctiſied by true Orace; as every t ing n 5 Temp 

overlaid with pute Geld; - this made rtic — * ft if 

ſtef's Work,” and/ſ0-Zedlous for His El 6 Oe 

rir of your Paſtor, you dow dery Wel the 9255 


ol ir, in'the whole of his Cotiverſaxioþ'antd 91. Vu. Is A FRA. 


2. He was a Perſon of 4 Jalicious Diſcer ing Seits onelvlat hack: 4 
his Senſes exerciſed ro diſtinguiſh betwixt Good and Evil; vou A 
know, he. w. ee, that;oreard not b Abus rightly 4X 
viding the I ond of Truth... And this ds the julk:Ghirafttrof Ms 
o her aged Brethren, of thoſe that,are-gons;»and-thoſgthatane? | 
leſt; they could diſcern! the Excellency of Purity: in Worship! 
Sober in Doctrin, the true Bounds of Chriſtiad-Labbory,s 
from tlie Yoak of ,Geremonies, and: Inventidus of Men Vahr; 
Paſtor was one of thoſe that had the noble Spirit of the Bern 
ans, would not teach for Doctrins the Traditions of Men, burt 


would ſearch theſe Scriptures, and bring every thing to that 
3. He wus 4 Peron of # Corti alt Colin SSH" jr 
the: younger 'Miniltets/ tRat weft 
ſpeak the beſt of every one, how 22 5 E Ein 1 8 


Teſt and Touchſtone; and chis Will always be: angreat / Exrellen- 4 
fow” ever excelled the Revert MF" Ni"; " 1 
riors; Nadi this — all Le, 2 
Na Nane 75 * a they avi * a | 


CY. wherever it is found. DRO ei q LN 16, 1914618 6 : 
his Friends with the trueſt apd c ne a 8 
h fel appea hpi = | 
a8 very em ine redꝰ r 
ſtiags, how ready he chen HW fic og Kees 1 0 
blervers of the. OH. 
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| 72 Hen Was one of 2 — * denying. 8 hs; ge that rather 
choſe to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God; than to enjoy 
i thoſe Pleafures and Preferments 2144-4 he could not come at 
It without; tram ipling,; upon, the Light and Authority of his/own 
I - Conſcience ; He, and the reſt of his Brethren, , did not mind 
high Thiogs, | bur. ney how to condeſcend to Men of low De- 
geee; and this 1 is the, great mes of the abe Ivekedfon, 8 
4 Pl ia, but a moſt pameiy. Cloath age bos 5 


4 201 


| guiſe, 


| i 4363 7 


"He was one 45 an Open, * * * ſucere * ry —— Dit. ö 
1 nd this was the geovine Spirit of the Servants of God in 
i che | F REO: heir, bd otto may very. well be, that which 
Holy x Trench uſed, In Simp licity ang 22 Sincerity, not with 
Wi „ but by the (Grace. Cod they were both Strangers. 

And Enemies to a Vafrous, hollow deceitful Spirit, as moſt con- 

tiury to 1 and Deſign of the Golpel. 

wy eng 736 4% LI oC a; JHA} Yi LN . | 
z 6. He was one of Tender ede Spirit, Ile ved you, 
1 and vou loved him, it will be remembred to your Praife, whar 
tender Affections there were in this Church betwixt Paſtor and 
Bb People; and yet he did not confine his Love to- ye, but was 
as, moſt affectionate Friend to all his Brethren and Acquaintance, 
Andi in this he was of the fame Mind and Spirit witli the reſt of. | 
| the Servants of God of his ſurdiog,, the Lord grant that Brother- | 
8 err eee HS | 


7. He was one of 4 Grave and Serious Spirit, becoming his 
Character and his — his Countenance and Deportment at 
once invited your Acquaintance, and commanded your Reſpect; 
and this was not his Ornament alone, but very plainly to be ſeen 
in the reſt of his aged Fellou-Servants, a moſt becoming Gra- 
vie, Solidity and Compoſed | ſhewed | it ſelf in their Diſ- 


. courſe, ia their Countenances, an and the whole of their Convreſa- 
ron 9 0 this not meets ow ving tamheir Age, or to their Infir- 
; miti 6, .bi £9 their Wii Piety.. And yet, k 


ir Os lle 0 Was a Perſon of- Contented, Thankful, C bearful . | 
| Free, but not Grave — i 9 Ml 20 2 well 
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as molt Men Lines: _ to — Decorous mean, b — 
a fooliſh Levity, and an affected Reſervedneſs, which never, 


did, nor ever will recommend Reli gio on to the World. His 


Mercies he always owned with great 
flictions he endured with 9 — Patience; and by the ſame 
excellent Spirit, God has led his aged Servants thre h their. 
Work and Courſe, . with ſuch. chearful. Religoation to his Holy 


hankfulneſs, and his A. 


Will in all Things, as calls aloud to us, who are riſen up after. q 


them, nor to be Sloathful, but 9 of thoſe, who ds 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. Therefore, 


2. Let me recommend ſuch 4 Spirit 4 this to my Self and Otis? 3 


The Perſon of this excellent Man, we have no 
wwe ſhall ſee his Face no more till the Reſurre 


made Perfect; but his excellent Qualifications and Chriſtian. 


Temper, we ſhould all endeavour to retain. - And: thela L mou 


Recommend, 


8 
— — 7 


I. To Tow in 4 ſri manner that were his Flock 1 2 barge, 
be ye Followers of him as he was of Chriſt Jeſus, pray and en- 


deavour after a gracious Spirit, a Judicious, Candid, Humble, 


Sincere, Affectionate, Serious and Thankful Spirit. This is the 


| Spirit of God, and if ſuch a Spirit leaves you, God be | 


leaves you. 


See that you FER Na our Selves by the Sri of . your ORE | 


Paſtor in the Choice of one to Succeed him. Your preſent Circum- 
ſtances, make it an Hour of Temptation to you, you'll be 
tempted to guide your ſelves in this Work, by Fancy and Hu- 
mour, by Intereſt and partial Affection, by perſonal Reſpects or 
Diſreſpects; look diligently, to your Spirits, and diſcovet ſuch a 
Temper in this time of ryal, as is worthy of a Feo l er 


have Lived ſo long under ſuch a Miniſtry. Avi 5 N 


II. Let it be your 8 Prayer, that RES they s ore wh hb 
5 ucceed, * * r 4 N Portian td his Spirit, that has. . 


PA 5 oh N — 
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ger with us, 
ion-Day, but 
let us by no means part with his Spirit, the eſſential Spirit is fled, 
away, and is without Queſtion. with the Spirits of Juſt Men 
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1 "7 Sermon. 


9 dow Happy + Congregation will you Is * he "py 
5 22 ſhall eome uno pu in the Spirit and Power of 
Elnzb, turning the Hearts of the Fathers to the Children, and: 
'of the ent to ehe Wifdonr of the 240 to make ready 4 


Z Fepple prepared to the Lord. 


2. T wur beg t 70 Nawe this to the Mager of the 
| preſent Generationt, and let none of my Brethren think I take too 
mich upon me, to be their Monitor” or this occaſion; 1 do it 
With this ſolemn Proteſtation; tſiar F take my ſelf to be as much 
4 concerned i in the Advice, and.toftand. in as. much need of ; it, as 

any" in- the World: The Providence of God has laid ir in m my 
i way; and r muſt nor, I dare not paſs it by. Our Reverend Fa- 
tters io the Miniſtry, are too Modeſt and Humble to recommend 
| themfelves.as our Examples, it mult be done by fome amongſt 

dur ſelves, or it muſt not be done at alt; And i 7 is God himfelf 
p rei o . and let nor a Meſſige-from Got be defpiſed er | 
his Sake that delivers it: 

Let ns remember (my Brethren) what an Excellent Spirit 
our aged Miniſters, thoſe Reverend Fathers of ours have been 
hleſfed with, and how it has carried them thro” the Duties and 

Fifficulties. of rheir Days, and how' Honourable it has made 
them in the Sight- of allther'were not downright Enemies to God 
and "Goodneſs: What a fweet Perfume it has left upon the 
Names of thoſe of them that are gone, and how defirable it has 
rendered the Lives of thoſe few that ſtill remain. Let us lift vp 
our hearty Prayers unto God, that a double Portion of that Ex- 
tellent Spirit may be vpomus. There is a great deal of Reaſon 
130 this ould be our Care and Choice. | | 


We erg ey 4 Iren Perf aſl an, Auen ge 
n- Pier punti Alunility of our Predeceſſors.. Fcould here 
5 — Arche Author anck tie Book; in Which the Worll' is 
told, Tllar the Piſſenting Congregations carmot᷑ continue ſbi, 
' if the Publick Miniſters: Will bor tale care to be Pilgent in 
their Work, and Fxemplary in their Converſations: For, ſays 

. ̃ . the old Puritans,” that arew 
ry well nden War ro'their ww, * coined 
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e But their prefent Mintfters haus very M. 
tle of that kind to recommend them to the Nord; they are generally 
grown 4s remiſe and vain as others. The Author I refer to, is one 
of great Fame for Moderation, and one that we are loath to be. 
heve, is a real Enemy to any ſober fort of Diffenting Proteſtans; 
but if it were an Enemy, fas eff & ab haſte dateri. it concerns us 
to take the Matter to Heart, and to inquire what we have done 
ro forfeit the Reputation thar thoſe had gained, who have gone 
before us; and inſtead of recriminating, and tethng vur,Acuſers, 8 
that this was the W ark Practice of the Phuriets ro praiſe th 
dead Saints, and perſecute the Living. Ir would be müch more 6 
Wiſe and Becoming in us, to double our Diligence aud our 
Watchfulneſs, that choſe who nom ſpeak A dinſt us as Evil' Doers, 1 Pal 
21 by our good Works, which they ſhall behold, Glorify God in the * 
Day of their ißt at iat. „„ 
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2. If we loſe this Excellent Spirit of our aged Miniſters, we ſhall ©. 
oon find the Want cf it in our felves, We ſhall not be able to do as 
__rhey have done, nor to ſuffer as they have ſuffered ; our Work 
will grow Heavy and Burthenſome to us, our Hearts will be 

Dull and Contracted, we fhall want that Peace and Comfort, 

thoſe inward Supports and Pleaſures, which they had in their 

Days, and by which they were carried thro' their Difficulties. 


without growing weary, or fainting intheir Minds. © 


, 
fi 437 


3. The People to whom we miniſter, will quickly be e "for 
great a Loſs. Sabbaths will nat be ſuch ſweet and pleaſant 
Days to them, as formerly they have been; the Word of Gock 
will not be ſo Powerful add Precious as it has been; and tho? for 
fome time they may out of Modeſty, or perſoaal Reſpect, or 

Hopes of the Spirit's Return, keep their troubled Thoughts tc. 

 _ themſelves, and weep in ſecret for our Faults and Failings; yet, 

they will not always be able to keep filent: And how fad 4 
Thing would it be, to hear Aged Experienced Christians com | 

plaining of us, that we are not like their old Miniſters, that 
we do not Preach like them, that we do not Pray like the, 
and that we do not Live like them, that we have nor -the ſane 
Spirit that they had; this would be an ieee 9 
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great Strictneſs and Parity, and in Places of great Light ana 
Knowledge in the Publick Univerſities; and that at a time, when 
Salt was caſt into the Fountains to heal and cleanſe them; and 
then it might well be ſaid, they ent forth ſuch Streames as 
greatly refreſhed the City ↄf our God: We have had a more 
private Education, and tho? ſome of us have Cauſe to ſay, our 
+ Advantages were greater than we had Wiſdom and Hearts to 
improve, yet they were not ſo great as our Predeceſſors had. 
This is every Day objected againſt us; and yet, if we have 
made the beit Uſe we could of our more private Helps, the Fault 
and Blame- will lie upon thoſe that deprive us of better ; how- 
ever this lays us under a ſtrong Obligation, to get a greater Mea- 
fure of Spiritual Wiſdom and Virtue, to make up our Defects 
Oar Reverend Fathers had the Advantage of being long trained 


" 


| 19 School of Afflidtions ; They were ſcarcely ſettled in their 
Work and Stations, but God was pleaſed for Wiſe and Holy 

Ends (tho' to this Day very Dark and Myſterious) to 8 
e l e 


t . 


— 


ld. > wen eee. 0 


n 6 
— 1 : ä — 
— . 2 1 : . — a 
ent r 88 —— 


— . — 
—— 


them to be torn away from their Places and People, and thruf 

into Corners, and often into Priſons; and by this means no do abb 

God made them more Humble, and more Serious, and Self... 

deny ing; the Spirit of God and of ou reſted upon them, and 
5 


under the Advantages of ſuch a Diſcip 
_ weathered the Storm, returned to their- Liberty and Miniſtry: 
again; but the moſt of us, have ſate at Eaſe from our Louth, 


and therefore are in the more danger of ſettling: upon our Lees: 


the Churches of God amongſt us have had Reſt for many Vears, 


and the way of Worſhip which we chuſe, has been free, tho?” 


not faſhionable in our Time, and if Temptations and Afflictions 


be of the Number of thoſe Things that make Miniſters, we 


bave had but a ſmall Share of them, and therefore ſtand in 


the greater need of more immediate Supplies of this good Spi- 


— 


Beſides the Troubles which hitherto we have eſcaped, do nom fre. 


quently threaten us, and may very ſuddenly full upon us; And tho? 


Affli tion be a good preparative for Proſperity, yet Proſperitg 
ſeldom proves” a 


3. I would recommend this to al young People in General, whether. 


Miniſters or others; Strive to get a double Portion of the Spirit, 
or Religious Parents and Predeeeſſors. The Eyes of old 
Diſciples are fixed upon the riſing Generation, to ſee what 


Courſe they will take, and what Work they will make of is 
It is one of the ſaddeſt Symptoms of our Days, that in Fa- 


milies formerly eminent ſor Religion, ſerious Godlinefs is 
turned out of Doors, and a Generation 157 riſem that, will not 


know the God of their Fathers: What is become of the Teal 
the Charity, the Humility, the Spirit af raver, that the: 


Generation of Chriſtians are now going off the Stage, has: 
been ſo much Celebrated for. Certainiy, that good Spirit 
is in a great Meaſure gone, and On, Sirs, fetch it back again! 
It is a free Spirit, and u culd return, and viſit us, and dwell. 
with us, if we would ſtir up our ſel ves to take hold of it; 
it is- not yet ſo far gone from Miniſters and others, but it 


ne, thoſe of them that 


Ring and loſing: the: good Spirit of our Fathers 
Ve have need to Labour for a double Portion of itt. 
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n. We muſt acquaint our ſelves with thoſe fem aged Servants of 
= God that are ſtill left amongſt us. Let us Converſe more with- 
them, and keep cloſe to them, as Eliſha did to Elijah, and 
not leave them, till they leave us: Let us hold fuch in great 
Reputation. Thoſe that ſlight them, becauſe of their old Age, 


- Tnfirmities, are never like to poſſeſs their good Spirit. God 


forbid, that any ſhould: think they live too long. Their Ex- 
amples, their Experiences, *will be highly Advantagious to us, 
if we value and improve them as we ought to do. I have 


already mentioned an Eminent Young Miniſter, that lived and 


died a great Ornament to his Profeſſion, Mr. Wilſon of War- 


wick; and this is remarkable concerning him, before he un- 


dertook a Publick Charge. He deſired to ſpend ſome time in 
the Family of the Excellent Mr. Philip Henry, and faid to a 
near Relation of his, He deſired to learn Mr. Henry's way of 


* 


q | Preaching, and Praying, and Living; and, ſays he, if God will give 
mie bis Spirit, I ſhall be p Happy Perſon. This Deſire of his was 


pealing to God, he had the Opportunity, and moſt diſcerna- 
le Advantage by it. 1 

"IH 1 Let us Study the Lives and the Labours of thoſe that are gone. 
Let us read the Accounts we have of the Holy Lives and Comfor- 


Fervent Prayer will be the beſt Si 
us in ſome Meaſure, and will be ch 
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in all God's People, a Spirit of Grace and of Supplicatie ss 
woe have not this, vhich is one of the firſt: Fruits of the Spin 
We canngt expettany of the yell... Kae ;, 


in the Hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” he is made the Head of 3 
the Church, and it was fit and neceſſary, that in him the'Spirig = 


fore firmly to believe this Myſtical Head - ſnip of your Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, to ſecure our Union with him, and to live by Faith ine 
.. continual Dependance upon him; and ſo doing, We ſhall gor, 


neſs while we live, and to recommend and tranſmit them to . 
thers, when we alſo 7” ol 
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4. Let us be ſure to conſider well in whoſe Hands God has lodged © 
this good Spirit, and all the Gifts and Graces of it, Certainly, Wt is * 


ſhould eminently reſide to be diſtributed and communicated 
him to all the Parts of his Myſtical Body; our Bufinefs is theres 7 


only haue the Gifts, but the Graces of the Spitir, *and-thereby 
be enabled faithfully to ſerve the Intereſts of Truth and Holi=+ 7 
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1 in the Poultry. . 
X Funeral Sermon;  Qcraſion'd by the Death of the Rene 
. rend Mir. Samuel Slater, late Miniſter of the > 88 in 
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